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in November 1209. His wife was a very noble lady,
and from her came the county that he held. But he
was forgetful of all moral ties, a persecutor of communes,
of churches, of the poor, and a man of the most profligate
life. Excommunicate himselfs he turned naturally to
the excommunicate emperor and the excommunicate king.
As early as 1211 Philip had discovered his treachery,
He offered him pardon, but told him he must come to
Pont de FArche to obtain it, under threat of the imme-
diate seizure of Mortain, the castle given to him in 1204
in exchange for Mortemer, and the chief fortress he
possessed in lower Normandy. Reginald had shuffled
and promised and disobeyed, and in May 1212 he had
done homage to King John.
In the early summer of 1213 Philip determined to
deal with the foes on his northern border. On May 10
he arrived at Boulogne, whence he passed to Gravelines,
where he had demanded the presence of Ferrand. He
had already taken pledges from all the neighbouring
cities and churches for their support against the coalition,
Ferrand did not come, but there appeared a less agree-
able visitor, Pandulph, legate of the pope, crossed from
England to announce the formal submission of John to the
Holy See, and the order of Innocent to the French king
to cease from his expedition. Thus at the moment when
he might have felt most sure of success, a certain victory
was snatched from his hands. He paused in his designs
against England, but he did not delay to avenge himself
on Flanders. He marched thither and took Cassel,
Ypres, Bruges, and Ghent He was successful on land,
but a terrible disaster befell his ships, His fleet, anchored
at Swinemiinde or Dam, the port of Bruges, was attacked